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1. Without peeking below, can you name every series we’ve done since New Year 2021 
AND summarize what they were about?

      Hey everyone, as you’ve probably noticed, we’ve gone to another level of intentionality 
when it comes to our sermon series here at New Hope Central Oahu. If you were with us from 
the New Year, then you know that we’ve got one overarching, dominant theme for the whole 
year that summarizes in one word the TRANSFORMATION we are contending for in our 
Church. What is that word again? ONE. We started New Year 2021 by learning what Jesus 
wanted MOST from us, His Church, and it’s not our church attendance, money, or even our 
service. What He prayed for in His final moments on Earth in the Garden of Gethsemane was 
thatthat we would be ONE. Because when we live as ONE, that is the ultimate expression of the 
image of God and will draw all people to Himself. To be ONE means my greatest desire and 
highest hope in life is to be ONE with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And secondly, I 
love you and there’s nothing you can do about it. For old time’s sake, remind the person next 
to you, “I love you and there’s nothing you can do about it.” Because God will never leave me 
or forsake me, therefore, I am empowered to take a risk and love others, knowing I will proba-
bly hurt others and be hurt in the process. We may not ever achieve perfection, but we learn 
to forgive because Jesus has so beautifully forgiven us. We are gracious because we have 
been so amazingly graced. So if you’re still with us after 6 months, congratulations! We have 
reached half-time in 2021! Half the year has gone and passed, and Christmas is coming! 
Woohoo!

   Today, we start a brand new series. But before I get to that, let me quickly review everything 
we’ve covered so far. All our series “at a glance.” After our opening series called ONE, we then 
set out to become ONE CHURCH in a series called ONE TEAM. How do we know we’ve 
WON? [Listen] We’re ONE! How we know we loss? All buss. Then in our largest Easter ever, 
about 2,000 people joined us to celebrate that Jesus is the ONE and ONLY way to the Father, 
followed by a series called THE WAY. And just last week, we concluded a powerful series 
called God’s 5G Family Plan, where we learned how your family can live as one. If you missed 
anyany of those series, I urge you, for your own Spiritual Transformation, to go to our website and 
listen to them on your way to work or at home. Because these teachings build on each other 
and today we start a brand new original series.

2. What do you think of when we say “spiritual warfare?” How have you seen the Devil 
cause division in the Church?

   What are we talking about for the next 7 weeks? It is, of course, another critical issue to ONE-
NESS. If we don’t understand this very important issue, we will attack each other, divide the 
fellowship, maybe even leave the Church. For the next 7 weeks we are talking about Spiritual 
Warfare. Now slowly turn to the person next to you and say, “Spiritual Warfare.” And you need 
that look in your eye as you say it. Try it again, “Spiritual Warfare.” I’m not sure what comes to 
your mind when you hear that, but I think of watching the Exorcist back in 10th grade with my
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friends. I couldn’t sleep by myself for 3 months, I was so freaked out! But since then, I’ve 
learned that the Devil is far more subtle and crafty than that. Movies like that make you want 
to GO to Church and pray, “God, don’t let the Devil get me!” The Devil doesn’t want that! In-
stead you see, while God wants to UNITE us, the Devil wants to DIVIDE us. And over the centu-
ries, the Devil has divided the Church over every conceivable thing--how to do communion, 
how to ordain leadership, how to do worship, finances, property, politics, race. Name it! The 
Church has fallen for the Devil’s tricks for thousands of years. And so have some of us. There’s 
a church in America called the “Free Methodist.” Do you know how they got their name? Well, 
in the Methodist Church they had a building project (like we’re doing right now), and to fund-
raise for the new building, the Methodist Church asked the congregation to sponsor a pew. 
So each family donated, say $100, to purchase a pew. Well, after the church was built, that 
pew became that family’s pew. And no one else could sit in it! So if a new person came to 
church and accidentally sat in a pew, the family would show up and say, “Sorry, this pew is re-
served for our family only.” Every pew in that church was bought and paid for by someone, so 
new people had nowhere to sit! Well, some other Methodists wanted to go back to reaching 
out to the community, so they created the “Free” Methodist Church--where the seating was 
free. True story! The Devil will use everything and anything to divide us. So we need to talk 
about Spiritual Warfare in order to stay UNITED. We’re going on the warpath for UNITY! 
We’re calling our new series War For One. What are we going to cover?

3. Briefly summarize the upcoming “War for One” series on spiritual warfare.

   Next week we will clearly identify who the Devil is and how he works against us. There’s a lot 
of church folklore when it comes to the evil one--horns and pitchforks type stuff--so we need 
to turn to the Bible to discover the truth. We don’t want to focus too much on him, but we also 
can not afford to ignore him--Jesus certainly did not. And, like Jesus, we need to know the 
Devil’s strategies. Then in week 3, once we know his tactics, we will teach you a way of engag-
ing in Spiritual warfare that will make you victorious every time. Then in week 4 we will learn 
that the Devil is not just a liar, he’s also a lawyer (No offense to all our wonderful attorneys out 
there!)there!) He knows God’s law better than anyone and will keep you imprisoned if you give him 
the legal right. We will show you how to break these legal strongholds so you can experience 
freedom from the enemy. Then in week 5 we will show you how to take up “sword and shield,” 
God’s weapons of warfare, and teach you to armor up for the battles to come. Week 6 we will 
learn that we not only outgun the enemy, we outnumber him. But it’s not only about numbers. 
We will show you how to watch each other’s back and fight as a team. Then in our finale in 
week 7, we will discover that the Spiritual Warfare we are engaged in, is not just a local skir-
mish but a world war. You may have heard of the Antichrist? In week 7 we will talk about the 
Antichrist. And that will segue us into another new original series called “One World.”

4. What are we covering in our first message in War for One? (What is our thesis?)
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   But Jesus came to give us victory in the greatest battle of all — the war against sin--He doesn’t 
want us to focus on all the evil “out there,” He wants each person to deal with the evil “in here.” 
That means He came to set us free from our greatest enemy--ourselves, our flesh. And by 
doing so, set us free from the clutches of the Devil. Jesus’ battleground is NOT first and fore-
most political, emotional, or social. His battleground is spiritual. He’s fighting for our souls. So 
OUR warfare has to be first and foremost Spiritual. SPIRITUAL warfare takes place within you 
and within me. Jesus pointed this out clearly when He said to Peter, “Eh, move outa my way, 
Devil!Devil! You ony trying fo jam me up. Cuz you tink jalike da peopo tink, not jalike God tink.” See 
that? Peter was thinking like the Jews of his day. That’s what we call “self-speak:” What matters 
is MY thoughts, MY conclusions. MY will. My wants. And Jesus be like, “My my my!” Do you 
see how when we do that we fall into the Devil’s trap? But Jesus was operating from 
God-speak. He knew that His Father’s will was for Him to suffer and die. And Jesus embraced 
the Father’s will as His own. Did you notice where the spiritual battleground was? Right there 
in Peter’s soul! In the way Peter was thinking and speaking! Jesus points out for everyone to 
hearhear that Peter was speaking on behalf of the Devil in that moment!  So now in this series, we 
just learned a new thing to be careful of: DEVIL-SPEAK! When we take our minds off 
GOD-SPEAK, we start doing SELF-SPEAK, and that leads to DEVIL-SPEAK. Who told Eve to eat 
the fruit? DEVIL-SPEAK. But who told ADAM to eat? His WIFE speaking on behalf of the DEVIL! 
DEVIL-SPEAK. Who told Jesus not to die on the cross? Peter speaking on behalf of the Devil. 
Devil-Speak. Here’s the thing: Jesus KNEW that. So He rebuked the Devil speaking through 
Peter. See that? Jesus loves Peter and wants him to be free of Self-Speak and Devil-Speak. So 
JesusJesus doesn’t end His relationship with Peter. On the contrary, He sets Peter free. More on this 
later, but for now we need to ask:

6. Describe what VICTORY would look like in your life in Spiritual warfare?

   What does VICTORY look like in Spiritual Warfare? Does it mean eradicating homelessness? 
Does it mean you have no diseases? Does it mean nobody you love ever dies? Does it mean 
you never suffer persecution? Remember I told you where the fastest growing church in the 
world is? Iran! And I also told you that the average lifespan of a Christian in Iran is 3 weeks. The 
Iranian ayatollahs have ordered the execution of anyone who comes to Christ. But when 
asked if we should pray for the persecution to stop, Iranian Christians say, “No! Keep praying 
for people to come to Christ! In fact, the more intense the persecution, the more people 
comecome to Jesus. So don’t pray for the persecution to stop. Pray for more to come to Christ.” 
That gives us an idea of what victory looks like in the War for One. This is a WAR to become 
ONE with the Father and each other. Jesus came to make us ONE with the Father and one 
with each other. And once we are ONE with the Father, nothing can stop you from doing the 
Father’s will--nothing will be impossible for you. And you will fear nothing, not Covid, not 
even death. There was no way Moses could set his people free from slavery in Egypt, but once 
GOD called him to do it, nothing could stop Moses. There was no way Peter could walk on 
water,water, but once Jesus called him out of the boat, Peter walked on water. Later, that same Peter 
who denied Jesus three times out of cowardice, would become the fearless leader of the 
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