
Hey everyone! I’m back! No, you’re not experiencing déjà vu. This is not a glitch in the Matrix. 
Those of you watching online, do not adjust your TVs. I know what you’re thinking, “Pastor 
Mark, you just spoke 2 weeks ago!” When my Dad was still recovering we weren’t sure how 
long it would take, so I took his spot in Week 1 but this was actually the weekend I was sched-
uled to speak so I apologize for the confusion. The good news, as many of you know, is that 
he has made a full recovery and you won’t have to see me again until Christmas.

But I am excited to be speaking again. How many of you are enjoying this series so far? Are 
you being challenged? If following Jesus doesn’t challenge you sometimes, confuse you 
sometimes and even frustrate you sometimes, you have to ask yourself, “Am I really follow-
ing?” Amen? Because Jesus will take us where we’ve never been and call us to things we’ve 
never done, and it can be scary but that’s what makes it an adventure.

In this series we’ve been following the adventures of Jesus and His followers — His chosen 
ones. In Week 1, Jesus challenged us in our approach to those who are ‘other’. The story of the 
Good Samaritan taught us that true love, true compassion, and true oneness doesn’t happen 
when we try harder to be good Samaritans but rather when we each acknowledge that we are 
the broken and wounded ones in need of Jesus — the true Good Samaritan. It is only by first 
receiving His love that we are truly able to love others. And then last week, Pastor Earl gave an 
outstanding message where he challenged us to be those who invite others to come and see.

InIn Week 3 of our series, word about Jesus continues to spread bringing large crowds of 
people looking to be healed. As Jesus spends His day healing, this third episode of The 
Chosen imagines what a conversation amongst Jesus’ followers may have sounded like as 
they wrestle with Jesus’ mission, their own personal expectations, and even tensions amongst 
themselves.

Jesus’Jesus’ followers were faced with the challenge of understanding His mission and managing 
their own expectations of what He came to do. As Christians living in the 21st Century we have 
the advantage of hindsight, however, we too can miss the point of Jesus’ mission and confuse 
our agenda with His agenda. Today, we’re going to study the verse that inspired episode 3 
and see if we, like Jesus’ first followers, can discern the reason for His coming.

BefoBefore we get to our text, I want to ask you a question: What did Jesus come to do? Imagine, 
like those disciples in the clip, that we’re sitting around the fire discussing Jesus’ mission. In 
your own words, what was Jesus’ mission — what was His purpose? Was it to die for our sins? 
To birth the Church? To show us a better way?

1. How did you answer the question, “What did Jesus come to do?”
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As a Church, we can be so salvation oriented that we are not Kingdom oriented. If we never 
broaden our perspective beyond personal salvation we will miss what Jesus came to do. A sal-
vation culture is concerned with the individual and focuses heavily on personal sin manage-
ment. A Kingdom culture focuses on the Kingdom family and our common goal to fulfill Jesus’ 
mission. Salvation culture is concerned with securing your place in heaven but Kingdom cul-
ture is concerned with bringing heaven to earth. Salvation culture says, “Jesus, I invite you into 
my life.” Kingdom Culture says, “My child, I invite you into My Kingdom.” In salvation culture 
Jesus says, “Invite me into your heart.” (Which He never said). In Kingdom Culture Jesus says, 
“Follow Me”. Salvation culture says, “I need to tell others about Jesus”. “Kingdom cultures says, 
“I need to contend for every space, my home, my school, my work, my community, this state 
to come under the rule of God’s Kingdom — to reflect the values of the King. See the differ-
ence? When we focus on salvation and neglect God’s Kingdom, we neglect the very thing 
Jesus came for.

There is so much more I would love to unpack but, without giving anything away, know that 
we will be pursuing this to a whole other level going into 2022.

TThe story is told of an architect who went to visit the site where a magnificent Cathedral, of his 
design, was being built. The architect came across a number of workers and questioned them 
about what they were doing. The first, a brick-layer, not realizing who he was speaking to, re-
plied irritably, “What does it look like I’m doing? I’m taking this brick and laying it on that 
brick.” The second, without looking up answered, “I’m earning my daily wages.” But when the 
same question was put to the third man, he stopped, put down his hammer, straightened him-
self and said, “If you want to know what I’m doing, I’m building a house for God.” How do you 
look at your life? Some people can’t see beyond their work. Others can’t see beyond their 
paycheck. But the third man looked beyond his tools, his work and his wages to the ultimate 
end he was serving. He was cooperating with the architect to build a place where God would 
be worshipped.

This morning I pray that we would be a people who are about our Father’s business. That we 
would be a people who are about Jesus’ main point. That we would look beyond our jobs, our 
money, our possessions, to the greater work we’ve been invited to take part in.
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