


Both Saul and David were called to be the king of Israel. An impossible thing to accomplish 
without God’s help. Being king of anything is over your head. 
 
Our building project in Mauka is over our head. Cost of materials, gas prices, the economy, Our building project in Mauka is over our head. Cost of materials, gas prices, the economy, 
DPP, all out of our control. Today, we had to put the project on hold AGAIN because the cost 
went up over another $1 million and we can’t afford that. If the Lord leads you to give, this is 
the time because the building permit will expire in 6 months. Took us 7 years and we sunk a 
$1 million to get this permit but the price of the project has doubled from $4 to $8 million. It’s 
not what we expected but we give God control and own our role. We’re now looking at all our 
options and praying for His will. Please pray for our Legacy of Hope project, and we have over-
come obstacle after obstacle. Let’s see what God does next. It’s over our heads to complete.
 
But our God is not finished yet. If He did it before He can do it again. So I’ll trust Him with 
what’s next. Because my hindsight says I can count on this. Amen? Amen! Someone should 
write a song about that.
 
God will always put us in a situation that is out of our reach. If we need to reach, then we grow God will always put us in a situation that is out of our reach. If we need to reach, then we grow 
in our dependence on Him. Stop reaching, and we become content, self-sufficient, and com-
placent. All bad things.
 
You see we can do a nice theoretical Bible study on 1 Samuel, OR you can realize that you are 
in the exact kind of situation as Saul and David. Being the king of Israel is over the heads of 
both Saul and David.
 
So our Legacy of Hope Project is over our heads. But there are some of us who are going 
through far worse. The economy is over your head. Trying to make ends meet and keep a job 
and keep your apartment in this economy is over your head.
 
You have a co-worker who is angry at God and he doesn’t want to go to counseling. How You have a co-worker who is angry at God and he doesn’t want to go to counseling. How 
many of us know when you’re hopeless you don’t look for help. Helping such a person is over 
your head. 
 
Cancer is over your head.
 You have a difficult spouse? That’s over your head.
 You have a teenager who is suicidal. Over your head.
  
Two little kids, a brother and a sister were playing puzzles next to each other, when suddenly 
the sister starts crying: “I can’t do this! It’s too hard!” And the brother says, “Wow! Have you 
taken your nap?”
“Nooo.”
“Well, you need a nap!”
“No, I don’t!”
  
It’s hard to tell someone who needs help, to get help. That is over your head!



You desperately need God whether you know it or not, but not the way you may think. He 
may not immediately get you out of your situation. Instead, God wants to EMPOWER you to 
overcome the situation you’re in. What we will see today is Saul leading from his own ideas 
versus David who is following God’s lead. 
 
There are two ways to pray: God give me this and give me that. OR, God, what do you think? There are two ways to pray: God give me this and give me that. OR, God, what do you think? 
The problem with the ‘God-give-me-this prayer’ is that God might actually let you have it 
and then He’s going to let you have it, if you know what I mean.
 
Before I had a relationship with Jesus, I was praying “God give me this” kind of prayers. And Before I had a relationship with Jesus, I was praying “God give me this” kind of prayers. And 
at Radford, everyone who was anyone had a cute girlfriend. So I prayed, “God give me a girl-
friend.” And the worst thing that could’ve happened happened. God answered my prayer. 
He gave me what I wanted. 
 
It ended badly. She broke my heart and started going out with someone else. Be careful 
what you pray for, God might actually give you what you want. Decades later I ran into her 
again at the mall, and let’s just say, good ting I nevah when marry her! And let’s leave it right 
there. Hey, I don’t look anything like I did in high school so she probably thought, “Ho! Good 
ting I nevah when marry him!”
 
It was this moment in my life that helped me realize that Jesus is what I needed most in my It was this moment in my life that helped me realize that Jesus is what I needed most in my 
life.
 
It became obvious King Saul was not going to obey the Lord completely. He would obey the It became obvious King Saul was not going to obey the Lord completely. He would obey the 
Lord somewhat but he was also trying to please the people. It all came to a head when God 
told Saul to utterly destroy the Amalekites. This might be difficult for the modern listener to 
hear, but there is a limit to God’s patience. You do not have forever to make up your mind 
about following Him. And opposing God is definitely not a good idea. The problem with the 
Amalekites goes all the way back to Exodus 17:8 as the people of Israel were helpless in the 
wilderness. The Amalekites would raid Israel worse than the FBI, and wage war against 
Israel. Then they did it again in Numbers and again in Deuteronomy 25. These wars left 
many Israeli children orphans as their fathers died fighting the Amalekites. So God told Saul 
to become His hand of judgment and utterly destroy the Amalekites, leaving no one alive, 
not even their herd animals.
 
I thought it was interesting that God said to also destroy the herds. I found out there’s a I thought it was interesting that God said to also destroy the herds. I found out there’s a 
Jewish Midrash, which are like rabbinical commentaries on the Bible (so not Christian). But 
the Jews believed the Amalekites were pagan sorcerers who could transform them into ani-
mals! So destroy the herd animals too in case Amalekites were hiding in there. The closest 
Christian understanding I could think of was remember that time Jesus cast Legion, thou-
sands of demons, out of the poor tormented man? And the demonic spirits were allowed to 
go into the herd of pigs? Maybe something like that was going on. At any rate, God said to 
wipe out the Amalekite herds too. Wipe them out completely.
















